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Introduction: The beginning of the Golden Age of Rockhounding in the United 
States can be traced back to the mid-1940s, immediately after World War II. The 
hobby of rockhounding evolved into intense learning experiences associated with 
the processes involved with searching, collecting, enhancing and the exhibiting of 
rocks, minerals and fossils, including dedicated memberships in related clubs 
and societies. 

Today, rockhounding continues to be a popular hobby. However, the 
Golden Age of Rockhounding ended as fellow rockhounds began experiencing 
the blatant closure of large tracts of Public Lands and the blockage of access 
roads. This action prevented the exploration, by motor vehicle, for the gathering 
of scientific specimens at many remote sites throughout the country. 

On January 1, 1970, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was 
enacted by Congress. The end of the “Golden Age” occurred during the early 
1970s, as the Environmental Movement reached major crossroads in influencing 
Government control of human activity in many facets of society and industry. 
 An estimated interval for the term Golden Age of Rockhounding would be 
the range of the years 1946 – 1972. This time-interval is interpretive, and is 
applied as an important parameter for the purpose of this lecture. The lecture will 
feature numerous color images of rockhounding field trips held during the 1950s 
and 1960s.  
 
Post World War 1940s: The beginning of the Golden Age of Rockhounding 
during the Post-War period of the 1940s was influenced by many factors: 
 

• Post-War economic boom begins. 
• Factories shift from wartime to peacetime production. 
• Oversupply of crude oil and refined products emerge. 
• Roads and highways are in reasonably good shape. 
• Military surplus equipment is available and abundant. 
• Remote desert regions of the West are wide-open for travel. 

 
These conditions set the stage for a period of travel and exploration, during a 
time when many countries throughout the world were struggling to feed their 
people and to rebuild their cities during the years of post-war recovery.  



 
Photo Collection: Most of the images in this PowerPoint presentation are from 
the Bruno & Opal Benson Collection and from the Bill & Myrle Kirk Collection. 
The Bensons and Kirks were active members of the Ventura Gem & Mineral 
Society (VGMS) from the 1950s to late 1990s. Bruno led several hundred field 
trips during his lifetime for the VGMS, for the California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies and many other groups. Photos that feature field trips in 
this presentation were digitized from 35mm color slides. The two slide collections 
were donated to the VGMS by both the Benson family and the Kirk Family. 
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